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LINCOLN  SPOKE 


'^1  'HERE  IS  no  piece  of  composition  more  familiar  to  the  American 
people  than  what  is  commonly  called  the  “Gettysburg  Address” 
of  Abraham  Lincoln.  It  contains  only  two  hundred  and  seventy-one 
words,  but  neither  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  nor  in  the 
orations  of  Webster  is  there  any  passage  that  equals  it  in  the  profound 
and  abiding  impression  which  it  has  made  on  the  national  mind. 

In  the  public  schools  for  many  years  it  has  been  recited  by  the 
pupils  as  a lesson  in  both  patriotism  and  eloquence.  It  has  been  quoted 
by  public  men  and  by  newspapers  on  countless  occasions.  More  than 
once  it  has  even  been  compared  in  its  simplicity  and  yet  sublimity  of 
thought  to  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  Nor  do  these  eulogies  of  its 
merits  proceed  solely  from  his  own  countrymen.  The  estimate  by 
which  it  is  held  by  men  of  letters  in  England  is  equally  high  as  it 
has  been  cited  time  and  again  as  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  modern 
eloquence  in  the  English  tongue. 

The  occasion  which  caused  the  production  of  this  masterpiece  was 
the  dedication  of  the  Soldiers’  National  Cemetery  at  Gettysburg  on 
the  igth  of  November,  1863,  four  months  and  a half  after  the  great 
battle.  About  a fortnight  previous  to  the  event  Mr.  Lincoln  received 
an  invitation  from  the  commission  in  charge  of  the  ceremonies  to  be 
present  and  to  make  “a  few  appropriate  remarks”  at  the  dedication. 

And  not  since  that  memorable  day  has  there  been  a more  auspicious 
time  to  recall  tho.se  “appropriate  remarks”  than  now. 
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Reproduced  From  a Copy  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  **  Ut ritten  by  Abraham  Lincoln  Himself 
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